TERM 1 WEEK 6, 2021

WAITAKARURU
SCHOOL NEWS
PRINCIPAL'S CORNER
It was wonderful to see so many whānau at the meet
the teacher pot luck dinner on Wednesday.
We understand some families could not attend due to
the clash with rugby training . We had booked our
date thinking that Rugby was on a different night and
it got changed at the last minute.
We are half way through the term and the students
are settling into school routines. It is starting to get a
bit colder, but we hope we can continue to swim until
Easter break.
Speaking of Easter, I hope you were aware that it is
not in the holidays this year. That means school is
closed for Good Friday (2nd of April, Easter Monday
(5th April), and Easter Tuesday (6th April)
School will be open again from Wednesday the 7th of
April through to Friday the 16th of April when we have
our 2 week break. (19th April till 30th of April)
The senior classes Kea and Ruru have been completing
PAT assessments and should be finished
those next week.
We will be working on House murals over the next
few months. We have local artist Judi Ashby helping
some students create a visual representation and
stories from each geographic area (Mangatarata,
Pukorokoro-Miranda, and Waitakaruru). Thank you to
Caird Construction for donating the wood panels to
create the murals.
We hope to hang them on the side of the Mangatarata
Room when they are finished. We will keep you
informed of the progress.
Have a great weekend

Ngā mihi nui

Tina Taylor
Principal

BOARD NEWS
With the recent Tsunami alert being issued
across much of the country it is timely for
us to review
our procedure about what to do in this
situation and ensure it is up to date and fit
for purpose.
If we had to evacuate the school our
procedure would be to get everybody to
the Hauraki Golf Club.
This would be by any means possible
including the Bus, Mini van and any other
vehicles on site.
Time is of the essence and within reason
would supersede any other safety
concerns such as car
seats, number of people per vehicle,
correct licenses etc.
While it is easy to imagine the roads to the
golf course would be heavily congested, as
this is the
common evacuation point for Ngatea and
much of the western Hauraki Plains, we
believe this to be
the safest route and best location to be.
Communication is also key and will be
primarily via the Skool Loop app, so I hope
everybody has this
downloaded on their phones. Once
everybody is at the safe location we can
attempt phone calls to
keep everybody informed.
There is no record of a Tsunami ever
occurring at our location so here’s hoping
things stay that way
but there is nothing better than having a
good plan just in case.

Regards
Kevin van Eyk
kevin.ve@waitakaruru.school.nz

Announcements
The whole school is participating in the Hockey Big Day Out next
Friday. Information will be sent home on Monday.
Due to too many commitments at the time, we will NOT be
attending the Soccer/Netball Big Day Out. We will keep you up
to date with information about these sports.
Ocean's Devine has been donating their spare sandwiches for us
to feed our kids who don't have lunch. Thank you!!
Music lessons Contact Chelsey Bennett on 02041405742 or
chelseybennettmusic@gmail.com for more information
Room Ruru is running an Easter Raffle with great chocolate
prizes to start raising money for their school trip, which is being
planned for August. Tickets are $5 each and will be going out next
week.
Breakfast Club is back on and going strong. We are after some
more Milo if anyone is willing to drop some off.
Whaea Preva is working in all classes taking Whaikōrero sessions
on Fridays. Kapa haka has got back under way this week as well.
Expression of Interest wanted: Would any families be interested in
having professional photos taken as a fundraiser for the school?
If so, please email admin@waitakaruru.school.nz or let Elizabeth
know in the office. We will book a day if people are keen!
Our Fundraising Team is gathering on Wednesday evening at
6:30pm to start to make a plan for the year. We would love to
have you there!
You can now view previous Newsletters on our website,
www.waitakaruruschool.weebly.com

Calendar
March
15th Swim safety day
17th Fundraising/PTA Meeting
19th Hockey Big Day Out
24th Netball/Soccer Have a Go Day
24th Thames Valley Swimming
(25th saver day)
April
2nd-6th Easter weekend
Waitakaruru Playgroup is held
15th Board Meeting
every Thursday from 9:30 to 12 in 16th Last day of Term
the Mangatarata Room
Term 1: February 2-April 16
Easter Break April 2-6
Term 2: May 3-July 9
Midterm Break June 4-7
Term 3: July 26-October 1
Midterm Break August 27-30
Term 4: October 18- December 17
Labour Day October 25

PTA / Fundraising Team

The Fundraising Team/ PTA will be having an informal meeting on
Wednesday, March 17th at 6:30PM at the school. This is a great
way to meet other school caregivers, and have some laughs as we
plan the fundraising events for the year. We are looking forward to
everyone's input and look forward to making some fun for the kids
and the community. Bring a drink and we will provide some nibbles
Hope to see you there with your new ideas!

Certificate Winners

Deja: Her positive attitude to trying new things in the pool
Roman: For making such an effort with his writing.
Damien:Excellent listening skills and independent writing
Pharroh: Excellent effort at Swim sports, pushing himself outside his comfort zone
Taylor: Resilience and being brave.
Sam: Self-discipline and following class instructions
Rhiannon: Helping younger students
Triton: Outstanding Attitude and Effort at Swimming Sports
Ryker: Role modelling critical thinking
Mathew: Self Discipline and Perseverence in his learning

Roman: His awesome progress in his writing
Marcus: Trying his best to join in at the right time.
Tiberius: Shown amazing effort with independent writing
Aria: Effort and progress in Swimming
Kamden: Self Discipline and following instructions
Ekaan: Happy birthday!
Karauria: Aspirations excellence in Maths
Maddie: Aspirations excellence in Maths

Te Ao Māori

Maddie and Catherine
working on their tāniko

"Ko Au" (This is me) Art from
Ruru Class. These will be
displayed in the classroom

HP Swimming Sports

We have had a number of our students qualify at HP Swimming
to go on to Thames Valley swimming on Mach 24th in Thames.
Well done Stephen, Troy, Reihana, Mathew, Rylee, Rhys and
Catherine for placing first and/or second in your events at HP!

Meet the Teacher Information
/Potluck Evening
It was fantastic to share
kai with so many of our
school families who
came along to hear
from the teachers and
Mrs Taylor, and also to
see our Board
members on the BBQ :)

Food Exchange/ Pātaka
Our new Pātaka was put in place by the
McLeod family. It has been really neat to
see people sharing what they have. We
will be adding more veges from our
garden as that initiative develops. Please
come and put in anything you can and
take anything you need.

