TERM 1 WEEK 6, 2022

WAITAKARURU
SCHOOL NEWS
PRINCIPAL'S CORNER
Kia ora whānau,
Well we managed to avoid it for a few weeks but
we had our first positive case of covid at our
school last Friday. It was a part time staff
member in the junior bubble. We have not had
any additional cases yet but please monitor
your children for any symptoms.
You are now able to order free RAT tests for
your family from
https://requestrats.covid19.health.nz/ and you
can pick these up from Ngatea or Thames if you
or your child has symptoms.
We have about 60% of students currently
attending school. Please let the school know if
you are wanting to complete home learning and
have any problems accessing the choice boards
on seesaw.
Today the Year 6 students went to the Purnell
Farm to meet Kate Rogers who was completing
ecological monitoring. We got to learn about the
fresh water flora and fauna in the Waitakaruru
River. We got to see how they measure changes
to the river over time and we got to see the eels,
koura, whitebait and fresh water shrimp that
they had caught in the river.
On Thursday we are having our swimming
sports at Ngatea Pool. There is no HP or Thames
valley events so this will be a fun day of
swimming races. I have even been convinced
into swimming in the staff relay. This is a closed
event sorry as we still are not allowed parent
spectators at Red level.
Ngā mihi nui

Tina Taylor
Principal

BOARD NEWS
Covid
This is now well established in the wider
community so it was only a matter of time
before it reached our school. Due to privacy
reasons, we are unable to name anybody
who does test positive but can give you a
general idea of the area of the school that is
affected so you can make an informed
decision on what steps you may take to
prevent or limit transfer.
The school has only been given a limited
number of Rapid Antigen Tests to be used
by key staff members at a time when it is
becoming impractical to keep the school
open.
In the meantime, the approach remains to
continue educating as best as possible.
Thankyou to all the staff for your
professionalism with this.

Board Elections
2022 is an election year for the entire school
board. This means all 5 parent positions
and the 1 staff position will be up for
election.
Due to covid, we have been advised to hold
the election in September instead of the
usual May. This will give more time to get
everything organised.
The details will be discussed at the next
board meeting and more information will
be provided as the year progresses.

Kevin van Eyk
Presiding Member
kevin.ve@waitakaruru.school.nz

Announcements
Please have your child bring a water bottle to school as it is really
hot!
Just a reminder that wide-brimmed hats are mandatory during
Term 4 and Term 1
The swimming pool is now open, so be sure to send named togs,
towels and goggles with your children each day.
Swimming sports is being held in Ngatea on March 10th.
Unfortunately, we are not able to have any parents or caregivers
on site.

Calendar
Term 1: February 2- April 14
Term 2: May 2- July 8
Midterm break June 3-6
Matariki Day June 24
Term 3: July 25- September 30
Midterm Break August 26-29
Term 4: October 17- December 16
Labour Day October 24

March
8th Yr6 Waitakaruru Stream monitoring
10th Swimming Sports
31st Board Meeting
April
14th Last day of Term 1

Fundraising Team
Our tea towel fundraiser is under way. Every child will
make a picture of themselves, then all the photos will go
on the teatowel so we have pictures of the whole school
together. Orders for tea towels close on this Friday,
March 11th.
There was a meeting last week, where we decided to stick
to our raffles, including the Easter Raffle and the big
Freezer Raffle later this year. We will keep you informed
of ways you can pitch in. Thanks so much!

Chelsey has been coming in on Fridays to teach Ruru class ukulele.
They are all really enjoying learning some fun songs together

Kiwi Class News

Award Winners

Regan: Amazing research of the history of
Aotearoa
Bailey: Exceeding expectations in book work

Regan's Work

Jacob: Being a good friend and inviting
others to join him at break times.
Mason: Being a positive role model and
making good choices.

Ethan : For contributing and sharing thoughtful
ideas to class discussions.
Charli: For following instructions quickly and
demonstrating perseverance to complete tasks

Avalon: Amazing phonics mahi
Quinn: Bravely putting his head
under the water for the first
time.

Deja: Overcoming her
anxiety to produce
excellent mahi in class.

Roman: Showing great selfcontrol and aspiring to do
his best work

Mia: Aspiration - Using her decoding
skills during reading and transferring
them to her writing

Catherine: For helping others
in their learning

Mistah: Working hard to complete
independent mahi.
Noah: Displaying wonderful kindness and
compassion in class.

Bradley: Braving the cold in
the pool

Mario: Self Discipline - for showing great attention at te
whariki time
and having excellent focus during Maths.
Kieani: Always reminding me to have an active class.
Ayden: Showing great focus during class when completing his
work.
Nicolle: Being so engaged in te whariki times
Brylee: Amazing sharp values in all her mahi

Mason: Principal's
Award for having a
great week at school
Everett: Principal's
Award for being helpful
in teaching another
student how to use
assistive technology

Our School Leaders

School Heads
Catherine and Veyron

Deputy Heads
Kieani and Ayden

Sports Leaders
Rhys and Matt

Pukorokoro-Miranda House Leaders
Bradley and Sienna

Waitakaruru House Leaders
Chloe and Matt

Mangatarata House Leaders
Emily and Karauria

Year 6 Stream Ecology Trip

Starting practice nights on the 14th
February 2022, at the High
Hayward Domain.
3.30pm 5-7 year olds , 4pm 8-12
year olds
Contact: 028-400-7550
email:
northwind.tornatos@gmail.com
website. www.northwindathletics.com/softball

SOFTBALL

