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ERO
This year we are being reviewed by ERO (the Education

Review Office). Our last follow-up review
took place in 2019 and is available at www.ero.govt.nz.

In past visits ERO would audit all things about the school to
get a thorough understanding of how the

school is performing and present to the school and
community a summary of their findings. This

time things are different with our ERO appointee, Nikki
Pooley, actively working with the school to

help meet the goals set out by the Ministry of Education.
 

Student Achievement and Wellbeing
Our student achievement goals have been set for the year.

These goals are the minimum % of
students we expect to have achieving at or above their target

levels for their age.
80% for Reading
67% for Writing

75% for Mathematics
To help achieve these goals we are continuing to identify and

remove as many barriers as possible in
the classroom. A recent wellbeing survey of year 4-6 students

has highlighted a growing barrier that
is becoming prevalent in our school (and others). This is the

rise of anxiety. Anxiety can have many
causes but the results are always similar with unsettled

students and increased disruption of theirs
and other students learning. While this is a complex issue, a

common factor in many cases is
students not getting enough sleep due to staying up late on

gaming consoles, social media or
phones. While there are programs and support available to

help teachers deal with this in class, it
does seem an area best dealt with at home. If you would like

more information on this please talk to
the principal or your child’s teacher.

 
Kind Regards

Kevin
kevin.ve@waitakaruru.school.nz

Kia ora whānau, 
It’s been a busy week at school this week. On

Monday afternoon Ashleigh Hill and Fiona
Hitchcock came to school to lead Netball skill
sessions. The tamariki took part in a range of

netball activities and games. 
On Thursday the whole school headed to Ngatea

for Hockey Big Day Out. Thanks to all our
volunteers on the day as we couldn’t do it

without your help. 
On Thursday night Everett, Noah PW, Harry and

Emmet are taking part in the Year 7/8 EPro-8
inter school completion at Parawai School. This

is a science/engineering challenge where the
team have to build structures and use electronic
kids to automate parts of them.   We wish them

luck. 
On Friday morning the Year 5/6  EPRO8 team of
Damon, Dezyhl, Sasha and Aria will be back at
Parawai School to have a crack at winning the

competition. 
Our golf day fundraiser is on Friday and I want to

thank Ashleigh and her team for all their hard
work. Thank you to all the volunteers who have

been baking and to Elizabeth for all her help with
administration tasks. I hope everyone enjoys

playing golf and I appreciate all the support for
our school. 

 



 
Term 1 :  February 1- April 6
                 No School February 6, Waitangi Day

Term 2: April 26- June 30
                 No School April 28, Teacher Only Day
                 No School June 5, King's Birthday
                 No School June 30, Teacher Only Day

Term 3: July 17- September 22

Term 4: October 9-December 15
                 No School October 23, Labour Day

Tech Days:  Thursdays Fortnightly starting Week 3 this Term

Calendar

March
 

23rd Hockey Big Day Out
23rd/24th EPro8 Challenges

24th Golf Day Fundraiser
April

6th Last Day of Term 1
 
 

Golf Fundraiser
Big thank you to everyone who has helped make this day possible.  Keep
an eye out for photo updates throughout the day tomorrow! If you are

not able to join in playing golf, please come along for the AMAZING
auction at approximately 3PM!



Announcements
Please return all library books, readers and school
uniforms to the school. We need to do an accurate stock
take. Thank you!
Yummy Sticker charts are being sent home.  Your help
with collecting stickers raised over $400 for the school to
spend on sports gear.  Let's smash that record this year!
Send your child with a water bottle every day!
Wide brimmed hats are required during all of Term 1. 
 Remember to Slip, Slop, Slap and Wrap every day!
Student information updates have been sent home. 
 Please fill them in and return them to school as soon as
possible.
Pencil in Quiz Night to your calendar.  We will be back for
the 13th of May!  Teams of up to 8.  Start recruiting now
and we will send out more information soon.

Congratulations to all the students who placed
in the top 3 in Swimming Sports!



Certificate Winners

Roman: Respect- Always demonstrating wonderful manners and listening skills 

Falco: ASPIRATION - Always pushing himself to do his best work.

Ethan: Awesome effort towards his learning and completing tasks.

James S: Awesome effort towards his learning and completing tasks.

Kyla: Writing an amazing story today! Tino pai!

Pharroh: An excellent effort in his literacy work this week with Whaea Doreen!

Ekaan: Being a wonderful role model of SHARP values

James: Consistently making a huge effort with his mahi!

Alastair: Making good choices during Wet lunchtime

Mason L: Showing perseverance in Art

Austin: For being a great role model for kindness and manaakitanga

Brooklyn: Great role model for self discipline

Brylee: Self Management - Great start in Kiwi class, following expectations

Charleigh: Aspiration - Pushing herself outside of her comfort zone to achieve her goals

Alastair: Being helpful and making good choices.

Aiden: For being helpful and taking his environmental job seriously.

Sophie: Fantastic effort and commitment to SHARP values across all areas of school life 

Bailey: Outstanding effort and achievement in pāngarau/maths and positive attitude to learning

Harry, Everett and Emmet: Working well as an Epo-8 team during practice.



In Tui Class we had been watching our monarch caterpillars growing and developing outside on their swan
plant.  We had been learning about the life cycle of the butterfly and in particular the Monarch.  We had

been making daily visits to the plant to check on their progress.  We have learnt about how they shed their
skin when they grow and how they move through the 5 instar stages of caterpillar.  We had been eagerly
awaiting our first chrysalis.  A few weeks ago, sadly we needed to set about a rescue mission.  The swan

plant had run out of leaves and the caterpillars were going exploring looking for more kai.  Unfortunately
they were getting too hot and accidentally stepped on, on the foot path and grass. I put out a notice and

found some spare swan plant for them to eat and we set them up some emergency accommodation in Tui
class just in time to save them from the cyclone.  We wished they could be left in their natural environment

but sometimes natural disasters mean we need to do our best to care for our creatures.  From the
classroom we had great close up experience in watching them grow and develop from caterpillars, then

chrysalises and through the process of metamorphosis into butterflies.  We read story books,  wrote
stories, watched documentaries, researched butterflies in books and using the internet, we learnt songs

and had long juicy conversations about being kind and caring protectors of our world’s creatures.  We
counted how many hatched and worked out how to record and chart the gender data of our butterflies.

These beautiful insects have taught us so much and we have learnt through our exploration and
incorporated them into all of our areas of our learning.  Kia ora purerehua thank you.    

 
 

Purerehua in Tui class





Sports
Winter sports are starting to get underway.  In addition to rugby, the
soccer muster is coming up, hockey teams are forming and netball

information will be out on the Hauraki Combined Junior Netball Facebook
page in the coming weeks.  




