TERM 2 WEEK 2, 2022

WAITAKARURU
SCHOOL NEWS
PRINCIPAL'S CORNER
Kia ora whānau,
Welcome back to term 2.
We have had 6 new enrolments starting the term
and we now have 106 students on our roll.
Welcome to our new families, we know you will
enjoy our wonderful school.
Unfortunately Covid-19 is floating around our
school and community this term. Thank you to
everyone that is supporting us by wearing masks,
and watching out for symptoms with your
tamariki. We hope that everyone who is at home
with covid is having mild symptoms and recovers
soon.
I will keep updating you all with our current
cases as they occur.
We will do our best to keep our kura open
through this outbreak but we might need to
move to home learning for a short time for
individual classes if multiple staff get sick at the
same time. Our masks have been keeping us safe
so far, so we hope that continues.
It is great that events are back on for our
tamariki this term. Four of our school leaders
went to the Young Leaders day yesterday in
Hamilton and we have the house captains taking
part in a leadership day coming up soon.
We are taking a Year 5/6 and Year 7/8 team to the
EPro8 technology challenge at the end of the
month also. Rippa Rugby tournament is in mid
June and we have two teams entered and we also
are doing some bike safety for years 4-8 in mid
June too. Lots of exciting things coming up.
Thank you all for supporting our teachers on our
Te Rekamauroa course today. We appreciate you
allowing us to concentrate on this.
Stay safe whānau

Ngā mihi nui

Tina Taylor
Principal

BOARD NEWS
The renovations of the school continue to
progress. The office reception area alteration
was carried out over the recent school holidays
and is looking really good. Next on the list is
the swimming pool changing rooms and the
school lighting, acoustics and powerpoints
upgrade.
The changing rooms work will start next week
(18th of May) with the exterior cladding being
removed and the changing rooms given a
general tidy up. This work will take place
during school hours so will be cordoned off and
managed as appropriate.
The lighting, acoustics and electrics upgrade will
start the week after (the 23rd of May) and will
take place during school hours. To
accommodate this each class will need to move
to the Mangatarata room or Library while the
upgrade of their classroom is being carried out.
We are getting closer to the end of the
renovations. They have been delayed many
times due to the availability of materials and
contractors but it is great to see the school
continue to be developed and the benefits of
the upgrades to everyone at the school. The
only other project, dependent on final
remaining funding, is the possibility of heat
pumps being installed in each classroom.
With the lighting upgrade, the existing
fluorescent lights including tubes and fittings
will be disposed of. If anybody is interested in
any of this, please contact the school as we
would be happy to see these go to a good home
instead of being dumped.
Kevin van Eyk
Presiding Member
kevin.ve@waitakaruru.school.nz

Calendar
Term 1: February 2- April 14
Term 2: May 2- July 8
Midterm break June 3-6
Matariki Day June 24
Term 3: July 25- September 30
Midterm Break August 26-29
Term 4: October 17- December 16
Labour Day October 24

May
2nd Term 2 starts
24th Fundraising Team Meeting 3PM
25th EPro8 Yr 7-8
26th EPro8 Yr 5-6
June
3-6 No school
24 No School

Some of our School
Leaders were able to
attend the National
Youth Leader Day in
Hamilton this week. They
heard from some
inspirational speakers,
with a focus on resilience.
Our teachers
worked hard, on
and off-site, to
complete their Te
Reo Maori Zoom
lessons on Friday.
Thank you to all
our school whānau
for supporting their
mahi!

Award Winners

Quinn: Amazing progress and effort in reading
Madison: Tino pai to whakarongo. Great listening to Whaea Charmaine
Kaius : Awesome start to term, showing all school values , following instructions, on
task and showing respect
Naveah: Awesome start to term, showing all school values , following instructions,
on task and showing respect
Diezel: Thank you for being a great helper in Kiwi class, tuakana for our students
AND For showing perseverance in all that he does.
Emily: For always showing a willingness to help anyone at any time.
Tyberious: For thought and detail in his design and artwork
Aria: For always contributing thoughtful suggestions and ideas to class discussions.
Mistah: For self managing and following instructions
Samuel: For being focused on his mahi and persevering through challenges
Principal's Award: Diezel

Fundraising Team

Our Easter Raffle was a great success. We made just under
$3000 on the fundraiser. Thank you all for your support with this.
Our Tea towel orders are in and we have made about $600 from
that. We had planned to do an Oxford Pie fundraiser this term,
but we are not able to book in a delivery date until September at
the earliest. Yikes. We will have a meeting on Tuesday May
24th at 3PM to make some more plans. Hope to see you there!

We have had a few days this
week where we had relievers in
some of our classrooms, but the
children had some neat
opportunities as a result, like
programming robotic Spheros,
trying to watch a super pressure
balloon launch from Wanaka (it
was postponed due to wind),
and building Lego towers and
cardboard structures.

Kea Class News
This term we welcome two new students to our classroom, Rhylee and Japji. That
brings our class roll up to 24.
We have been learning about mindfulness. We all enjoy mindfulness eating,
especially if it is chocolate, gummy bears or mandarins. We have been doing
mindfulness breathing exercises and mindfulness listening too.
Our spider plants have grown, we have learnt how to be careful with the roots
and transplant into bigger containers. Some of our plants are having babies, we
will be able to plant them soon to make new plants.
This term we are training for cross country running. Each day we stretch our
muscles and run at school to improve our fitness. We have noticed that our leg
muscles are better when we stretch before and after running.
Every Tuesday we use devices and enjoy learning how to use the tools on Seesaw
to complete tasks.

Foyer Renovation
We had a lot of work done over the holidays to refresh
and renovate our foyer area. It has opened up our
entrance and has made the space even more inviting.
The response from the public has been really positive,
and the staff and students all love the changes. We look
forward to welcoming you onsite to see the changes for
yourself, but here are some photos of the new look!

