TERM 4 WEEK 5, 2021

WAITAKARURU
SCHOOL NEWS
PRINCIPAL'S CORNER
Kia ora whānau,
We had a wonderful day yesterday. It was nice to get out of
school and do something different for our Athletics Day. We are
such a big school now we took the bus and had vaccinated
parents to help us drive the children and run the events. The
tamariki all put in fabulous effort and I also was so proud of the
way they cheered on their classmates. They were definitely
showing SHARP values.
Covid-19 has meant our Prize-giving is going to look different this
year. We have been told by our MOE advisors not to hold prizegiving. We are exploring a digital yearbook and school assembly
to give out certificates. Parents are not allowed to attend as we
are over 100 students so will capture this for parents. More
details will come.
This week also saw the vaccination mandate come into effect in
schools. We are happy that our staffing has not been affected
and our students all have their teachers on site.
There are some changes for parents/whanau with this mandate.
From Tuesday this week only vaccinated parents are allowed to
visit their child's classroom and attend any school trips with
students. All parents (regardless of vaccination status) are
welcome to come to the school office and we will assist you. All
parents (regardless of vaccination status) are allowed to come to
school for learning meetings eg. MOE behaviour meetings. These
will happen in the Mangatarata Room which is away from other
students.
All parents (regardless of vaccination status) are able to attend
parent teacher conferences as these are after school and do not
involve other students. Please note that we did not create these
regulations but we do have to follow them.
I understand these decisions from the government can cause
discomfort as people can have differing opinions. I am trying to
navigate the public health orders and keep everybody safe while
trying to let our students enjoy their last 4 weeks of school for
2021. My belief is that our school is the heart of the community
and I make an effort to make everyone feel welcome. This is
difficult times for us all. Please be kind to each other.

Ngā mihi nui

Tina Taylor
Principal

BOARD NEWS
5th Teacher Update
We are excited to announce that
we will be employing a 5th
teacher to start at the beginning
of the 2022 school year. This will
enable our school to run 5
classrooms throughout 2022.
With over 101 students we have
now qualified for funding for this
new teacher and with the school
roll projected to continue growing
we are confident that we can
keep this funding for all of next
year (and hopefully beyond).
Interviews are taking place
shortly and we plan to have our
new teacher signed up before the
end of this school year.
Swimming Pool
The swimming pool will be made
ready for swimming in late Nov /
early Dec. This will allow a couple
of weeks of swimming before the
summer break. However, the
pool will not be open over the
summer holidays as we are still
expecting a major renovation of
the school to occur at this time
(including recladding the
changing rooms), so for safety
reasons it will be closed.

Kevin van Eyk
Presiding Member
kevin.ve@waitakaruru.school.nz

Announcements
Please have your child bring a water bottle to school as it is
getting hotter and under Level 2 restrictions, our water fountains
are closed.
Just a reminder that wide-brimmed hats are mandatory during
Term 4 and Term 1
Please pay your Touch Rugby fees to the school account. They
are now due to the organization.
School accounts have been sent out. If you owe any money, you
should receive one in the next few days. If you do not owe
anything, you will not receive an invoice.
Please be aware that you may need to provide evidence of your
vaccination status to the school office if you plan to be involved
with children for school activities.
The Year 8 dinner is going ahead on December 9th at
Waitakaruru Hall. There is a meeting for Year 8 Parents on
Monday, November 22nd at 4PM at the school to finalize plans for
the evening.
We will have a Hikoi o Hauraki for new students over 3 different
days coming up. More information will be provided once that is
firmed up.
Please return any school/ sports shirts that might be lurking in
the closet if your child is not using them for Touch Rugby. We
have lost a large number of shirts this year! If anyone is interested
in sponsoring new shirts, please be in touch.
Hauraki Plains Netball has been asking for their uniforms to be
returned please. These can be dropped off in the school office.
School finishes at mid-day on Friday, December 17th.
We are working on a proposed whole-school camp in February
(Week 2). More details will come.

Calendar
Term 4: October 18- December 17
Waitakaruru Playgroup
is held every
Thursday from 9:30 to 12
in the Mangatarata Room

November
17th Athletics
December
2nd Board Meeting
9th Year 8 Dinner
15th School Prizegiving
17th Last day of Term 4

PTA / Fundraising Team

Our big Famous Freezer Raffle is selling well. Tickets are $5 each and there are
multiple prizes on offer. The big prize is a chest freezer full of meat. The freezer
was donated by Williams Engineering and the meat is being provided by our
school families. Second prize will be a mystery prize valued at $350, and third
prize is a hamper of goodies. Every family is asked to sell at least 1 book of 10
tickets, but please come back for more if you can! Make sure to return your sold
tickets with the money to the school office.
The raffle will be drawn on December 15th.

Certificate Winners

Slater: Being an amazing role model in all his mahi
Mason : Joining in with class work.
Carolyn: Amazing effort and creativity for her Diwali mahi
Lily: Amazing effort and creativity for her Diwali mahi
Damon: Improvement in High Jump
Jessie-Lyn:Supporting other students
Vera: Perseverance in High Jump
Jacob: Improvement in sprinting
Principal's Award: Everett, Sam, Malachi and Kyla

We have enjoyed having Whaea Andi with us for a few days over the past weeks.
She is so much fun! Also, Violet's dad, Dan, provided ice ccream for the whole
school. It was delicious!

Group Day 2021

Athletics
With such a crazy and at times disappointing year with Covid restrictions it has meant many of
our education outside the classrooms has not been able to go ahead. This is partly why we were
so determined to give the tamariki a cracking day out in Ngatea to participate in our school
athletics day. We had to be careful to follow Level 2 guidelines and the weather was not
predicted to be on our side, but with some perseverance and amazing organisation by Whaea
Gina and the team we made it and had the most amazing day out. With both Hauraki Plains
and Thames Valley primary school athletics unable to go ahead, we had the liberty of making
this a great fun day that focused on participation and giving things a go. All of the tamariki
from the school had been learning about the different track and field events associated with
athletics and practicing their speed and technique. The weather turned out perfect, not too
hot and only a few small sprinklings of rain to keep us cool between events. The Tui tamariki
had the most amazing day, running track events and showing off their learnt skills in the field
events of long jump, mat jump, jellyball and frisbee throw. They all participated with great
spirit and cheered each other on, celebrating everyone's effort and success. Thank you to the
parents and staff that were able to help out on Wednesday and make this one event that Covid
didn't get to steal in 2021.

