TERM 1 WEEK 2, 2022

WAITAKARURU
SCHOOL NEWS
PRINCIPAL'S CORNER
Kia ora whānau,
We have had a great start to the school
year with lots of new children starting at
our school. Welcome to Sienna, Kaius,
Bailey-Rose, Charlie, Jade, Kodie, Jack,
Alastair and Madison.
It has been very hot so the tamariki have
been enjoying using the swimming pool
to cool off. Please send their togs every
day so we are able to get our swimming
lessons underway.
We are all enjoying having new carpet
throughout our school, and the new heat
pumps in the library and office area are
very popular in this hot weather. We
have a few jobs being finished off over
the next term including renovating our
pool changing rooms and upgrading
lighting and all of the electrical plugs.
You should have received a 10 day
learning pack by then end of this week.
Please put this away safely at home. We
hope we don't have to use it but it just
means we are prepared in case we have
to move to home learning for a short
period of time if Omicron comes into our
school community.
Have a great weekend
Ngā mihi nui

Tina Taylor
Principal

BOARD NEWS
A warm welcome to everybody to
Waitakaruru School for 2022, especially to
our new students, families and our new
members of staff: Clinton, Jess, Hayley and
Bill!
Our school year has got off to a difficult
start with the new Covid rules and
restrictions meaning we couldn’t go ahead
with the Stony Bay school camp. These
restrictions are designed to slow the
spread of covid while keeping the school
and education system running as close to
normal as possible. As a school we
endeavour to follow these rules to ensure
we are running a safe school environment,
thank you for your co-operation with this!
As for the camp, a lot of work has gone
into preparing for this, so it is the plan to
go ahead with the camp when the rules
and circumstances allow for it.
The school renovations over the summer
holiday have refreshed the school and
while not everything on the list was
completed, the work that was completed,
such as the junior bathrooms and new
carpet throughout the school, have
certainly made a positive difference. The
remainder of the work should be carried
out over the first half of the school year.
If you have any questions for the
Waitakaruru School Board please feel free
to send me an email.
Kevin van Eyk
Presiding Member
kevin.ve@waitakaruru.school.nz

Announcements
Please have your child bring a water bottle to school as it is really
hot!
Just a reminder that wide-brimmed hats are mandatory during
Term 4 and Term 1
The swimming pool is now open, so be sure to send named togs,
towels and goggles with your children each day.
You should be receiving your Home Learning Packs soon. Please
put them in a safe place to only be used if instructed to. Thank
you!
Here are some photos of our fantastic renovations :)

Calendar
Term 1: February 2- April 14
Term 2: May 2- July 8
Midterm break June 3-6
Matariki Day June 24
Term 3: July 25- September 30
Midterm Break August 26-29
Term 4: October 17- December 16
Labour Day October 24

February
15th HPC Tech starts for Years 7/8
17th Board Meeting
23rd Whanau Hui
25th Fundraising Team Meeting
April
14th Last day of Term 1

Waitakaruru Playgroup
is held every
Thursday from 9:30 to 12
in the Mangatarata Room

Fundraising Team
Our Fundraising Team will have a meeting on February
25th at 12PM to catch up and discuss this years'
fundraising requirements and float ideas. We would love
to have everyone's input for this meeting, so come along
and join in!
Erin is already getting our tea towel fundraiser under
way. Every child will make a picture of themselves which
will go on tea towels, which is a fantastic way to keep our
memories.
We will be holding our Easter Raffle again this year. Keep
an eye out for details.
Hope to see you on the 25th!

Kea Class News
It is great to be back at school. We love seeing our friends again and enjoy cooling
off in the school pool. Our new carpet and lino looks amazing. In swimming our
current focus is freestyle and backstroke techniques. Some members of our class
have discovered that they love playing gutter board and have developed accurate
aim, hitting the board each time. On the first day of term we all planted a baby
spider plant. We have been measuring our plant growth with a ruler. We are also
growing a kumara that has sprouted and is becoming a vine in our room. We call it
'Kea-Kuma' and are amazed by how fast it grows. This term we have welcomed
three new students to our classroom, Alastair, Jack and Jade.

Kea Certificate Winners for last week.
Great job settling in to our school!

